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GAT Ar. vi. 15. 


In Chriſt Jeſets neither Circumciſſon avail- 
eth any thing, nor Uycircumciſſon, but 
a new Creature. 


XIE * T is evident, and on all hands 
8 d confeſſed, that the End of 
$a 1 285 Chalsr's coming into the 
oY DK World was to open the Way 
KORN W uf to ternal Lite 2 4 _ _ 
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had long lain under great Darkneis and 
Corruption; the Heathens more eſpecially, 
whom St. Paul repreſents cs walking in the 
Vanity of their Mind, as alienated frem the 
Life of God through the Ignorance that was 


in them; as being paſt feeling, and having 
given themſelves over unto Laſtiviouſneſs to 


work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, Eph. 


iv. 18. So that their coming to Chriff, 
and ſubmitting to be governed by the pure 
Law of his Goſpel, muſt inter a great and 
mighty Change, as is intimated in the 

a 2 next 
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4 AIS ERM O N en the 
next Chapter v. 8. Te WERE ſometimes Dark- 
neſs, but N ow are ye light in the Lord. And 
1 Cor. vi. 9.—Neither Formcators, nor 
Idolaters, nor Adulterers—nor Thieves, nor 
Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. 
And SUCH WERE ſome of you; but ye are 
WASHED, hut ye are SANCTIFIED, ht ye are 
juſtified in the Name of the Lord Feſus and by 
the Spirit of our God. X 

This Change from Light to Darkneſs ; 
from Uncleanneſs to Holineſs; running 
through the whole moral Man, and ſhewing 
itſelf in every Inſtance of Behaviour; is in 
Scripture ſet forth by a Variety of Expreſ- 
ſions. Our Saviour calls it a New BIR TR. 
Except a Man be hoRN AGain be cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God. Joh. iii. 3. St. Paul, 
a new Spirit, a new Man, or (as the Text 
has it) a new Creature. The very Variety 
of theſe Expreſſions ſhews them to be figu- 
rative; and the Circumſtances of the Places 
where they are uſed ſufficiently open to us 
their true Meaning. The New Spirit and 
the Net Man, are oppoſed to the Old Man, 
the former EIL CONVERSATION , And they 
who are thus rerewed are ſaid to be created 


in RIGHTEOUSNESS and TRUE HOLINESS ; 


putting away Lying, — Anger, Stealing, and 
all manner of corrupt Communication, Eph. 
IV. .22,—29, To be created in Righteouſ- 


neſs, 


. ay A 15 in #4 7 6th * 1 ” +. 


NEW RT 


neſs (that is, to be ſo diſpoſed in Heart and 
Mind as to follow after Righteouſneſs) is 
to be a NEW CREATURE ; as St. Paul him- 
ſelf has very plainly ſnewn us in other 
Places, where the ſame Thing is mentioned 
in other Terms. In the Text he ſays, 
that in Chriſt Feſus neither Circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but a 
NEW CREATURE. In the Chapter before 
(v. 6.) he ſays, in Jeſus Chriſt neither Cir- 
cumſion availeth any thing, ner Uncircumciſion, 
but FAITH WHICH WORKETH BY LOVE; and 
1 Cor vii. 19. Circumciſion is nothing, and 
Uncircumcifion is nothing, but the KEEPING 
THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. Faith, 
then, which worketh by Love, is the NEW 
CREATURE ; and keeping the Commendments 
of God, is the NEW CREATURE : He who 
anſwers to any one of theſe Characters, is 
what is intended by all the reſt; for they 
ALL mean but one and the ſame thing. 
How the State of a true Believer came 
to be repreſented to us in ſuch Figures as 
theſe, is not at all difficult to apprehend. 
For there is that Difference between the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of a Man addicted 
to his ſenſual Luſts, and that of the ſame 
Man when reformed by the Influence of the 
Goſpel; as, in great meaſure in ſeveral re- 
pects, will anſwer, in Compariſon, to the 
natural Birth, or to a natural Creation. A 
„ Re- 
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Regenerate Man hath a Senſe and Ap- 
prehenſion of Spiritual Things, which he 
had not in his unregenerate State: Juſt as 
a new born Infant has a Senſe and Appre- 
henſion of natura! Things, which it had 
not vrhilſt it was imprijoned in the Womb. 
And with reſpect to the moſt valuable and 
deſireable End of Lite, our future Felicity; 
the Intereſt we have in CHriſt by becoming 
his Diſciples, and forming oùr Minds and 
our Manners according to his divine Pre- 
cepts, brings us, as it were, from a State of 
Non exiſtence to a State of Being, For in 
this reſpect, without CHriſt we are nothing. 
We have no Right, no Title, no Claim or 
Pretenfion to the Heavenly Reward, but 


by our relation to Chriſt who hath purchaſed 


this Inheritance for us. Furthermore, As 
we are born and created by the Hand of 
God, ſo are we regenerated by the Power of 
his SP1R1T, as our Saviour intimates to us, 
John iii. 5. Except a Man be born of —the 
Ser1r1T he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God, Which Expreſſion ſhews at once 


the Neceſſity, both of the New Birth to 


qualify us for eternal Happineſs, and, of 


the Aids of God's Grace, to work in us 
that Change, which is ſignified by our being 
born again. But this is likewiſe proved 


from all thoſe Paſſages in Scripture (of 
which there is a great Variety) where the 
Lite 
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Life of a good Chriſtian, from the Beginning 
to the Concluſion of it, is referred to the 
Grace of God working in us both to will and 
to do. For if it is owing to God's Grace, 
that we love him and keep his Command- 
ments; that we believe in Chrift, and ſhew 
torth the Fruits of our Faith in our Lives 
and Converſations; and it this be the thing 
that is meant by our being born again, and 
being New Creatures, as I have now ſhewn :. 
It muſt needs be that he who is born of 
Cod, is born of the Spirit alſo. 

You ſce now what it is to be born again. 
And by what has been thus briefly ſaid, 
every Chriſtian may judge whether he is 
a new Creature, Is his Faith a lively Faith 
working by Love ? Doth he add to his 
Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Knowledge, and 
to Knowledge Temperance, and to Temperance 
Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and to 
Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs, and to brotherly 
Kindneſs Charity? If he doth ; he has the 


Aſſurance of God's Word that he is either 


barren nor unfruitſul in the Knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1.—-5—8. What 
is that Fruit good for, which ripeneth not 
unto the Harveſt ?—But the Apoſtle tells 
us, a few Verſes after, that if we do theſe 
Things, an Entrance ſball be minijtred unto us 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Yet our Savious tells 

a 4 us, 
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us, that except a Man be born again he cannot 
fee the Kingdom of God. To be born again 
therefore can imply no more than the doing 
theſe T hings. 

Some, not content with this plain and 
eaſy Notion of the new Birth, fill them- 
ſelves and others with fantaſtical Conceits. 
They ſuppoſe the new Birth to be the Work 
of God's Spirit, and ſo far they are right. 
But they will have it to be a ſenſible Ope- 
ration; an Operation which may be felt 
and difinguiſhed as the Hand of God upon 
them; overpowering, as it were, the Soul: 


And unleſs Men are able to give Account 


of their having at ſome time or other ex- 
perienced ſome ſuch ſudden Change within 
themſelves ; they will not allow him to be 
regenerate, nor therefore in a ſavable State. 
There is this ſtrong Preſumption againſt 
this Notion at firſt View; That it agrees 
not with the ordinary Methods of God's 
Providence in other Caſes, nor with the 
State of Man conſidered as a State of Tryal. 
The Apoſtle tells us that we walk by Faith, 
not by Sight, 2 Cor. v. 7. And of this we 
have the Experience : For God doth not 
make himſelf known to us by /ex/ible Ma- 
nifeftations of his Preſence, We do not ſee 
his Shape, nor hear his Voice; but he leaves 
us to find him out by the Works of his 
Providence. This is our proper Trial. As 
little 
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NEW BIRTH. 9 
little Cauſe is there to think that (ordinarily) 
God makes himſelf known to us by /en/ible 
Operations of his Spirit upon our Minds. 
For any ſenſible Interpoſition of Providence 
to direct us in the Government of ourſelves, 


whether externally or internally offered, 


comes to the ſame thing. The proper 
Trial of Faith is when we yield Obedience 
to God upon the Notices of his Word or 
the Dictates of our Reaſons, under the 
Conduct and Influence of our natural 
Powers. Nor will this exclude the Con- 
currence of the Divine Grace Helping our 
Infirmities, whilit the Work of the Spirit 
is conſidered only as a ſecret, imperceptible 
Operation. . It is the Hand of Gop as 
vi/ibly or ſenſibly diſtinguiſhable from com- 
mon Cauſes that turns Faith into Sight. 
What appears not to be the Work of God, 
is to all Intents and Purpoſes of Faith the 


ſame as if it was not ſo. In ſuch a Cale it 


muſt be by Faith that we know it to be 
God's Work, if we know it at all. 

There are Caſes where it is neceſſary for 
Gop to make himſelf ſenſibiy known to the 
Minds of Men ; as when he means to make 
new Diſcoveries of his Will. But theſe 
Caſes are out of the Queſtion; For ſuch 
Notices are not intended for the Benefit of 
thoſe to whom they are immediately com- 
municated, but for the common Gone. 

| alt 
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Faith muſt have ſome Ground to ſtand 
upon, and muſt reſolve itſelf into the ex- 
traordianary Manifeſtations of God's Will 
made known to particular Perſons; in 
which Caſes there is always the proper 
Evidence to convince others that they de- 
ſerve their Attention. So it was with the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt. They had the Mani- 
teſtation of the Spirit within themſelves, 
declaring unto them the whole Counſel of 
Ged, as it concerned the Salvation of Man- 
kind by his Son; and the Miracles which 
they wrought to ſhew that what they ſpake 
was from Gop, were the Evidence of it. 
But theſe Men have no Proof to offer for 
their inward Manifeſtations, unleſs their 
own confident Aſſertions may be admitted 
as ſuch. | 
But if it were granted that Goy's 
leading Men to Repentance by /en/ible Ma- 
nifeftations of himſelf in the Soul, is con- 
fiſtent with the ordinary Ways of his Pro- 
vidence; this will only prove that it may 
be ſo; and the Point will ſtill be how do 
we know that it is ſo? To this ſome one 
will anſwer, I feel it; I have the Experience 
of it, and, ſo far as I can perceive, there 
will be no diſputing his Point with him: 
For you can no more confute a confident 
Man who tells you that he feels the Spirit, 
than you could if he ſhould tell you he felt 


a Pain 


eee 


44440 —— ] —-ů)h. ' * 


. BG. oe | 


N-E-WB LR T-H: 11 
a Pain in his Toe or in his Finger. If you 
ſhould aſk, How he diſtinguiſbes what he 
calls the Motions of the Spirit, from the 
natural Operations of the Soul ; you are 
never the nearer. He will anſwer you that 
he knows them himſelf : But that he can no 
more explain the Difference to you, than he 
is able to give a blind Man a Notion of 
Colours, or a deaf Man of Sounds. There 
would be Reaſon in this, if this was all. If 
] experience any thing it is this, that I am 
tree to act, or to forbear; to lift up my 
Hand, or to let it fall: but I cannot make 
another Man underſtand this, if he ſhould 
deny that he hath any ſuch Experience in 
himſelf. Such Enquiries therefore will 
come to nothing. But the Queſtions you 
may very properly aſk are theſe: What 
are your Experiences to me? You ſay 
<« that you feel the Spirit; but do you ſay 
that I mult feel it too, or elſe I am not 
ce regenerate, or elſe I cannot be ſaved ? 
How do you prove this? The Scripture 
« ſays I muſt be bern of the Spirit; but 
e does it ſay the New Birth is and mult-be 
&« a ſenſible Operation of the Spirit? If it 


does, ſhew me where it ſays ſo; if you 


cannot do this, why will you pretend to 


abe wiſer than Gop? Why do you lay 


ce that upon me, which the Scripture has 
not declared neceſſary to my Salvation ? 
| © You 
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« You ſay that you have the Spirit; what 
„ has the Spirit done for you? Are you led 
<* to Repentance? ſo am I by the Grace of 
God, tho' I know nothing of ſuch znward 
« Feelings as you talk of. Why then is 
not my Repentance as good as yours? 
„Why am I not regenerate as well as 
© you?” Theſe Queſtions are not to 


be anſwered. For in the firſt Place it 


is certain that the Scripture no where ſays, 


that the New Birth muſt be a ſenſible Ope- 


ration of the Spirit. Our Saviour's Words 
look the other way; The Wind bloweth where 
it lifteth, and thou heareft the Sound thereof, 
but canſt not tell whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth : So is every one that is born of the 
Spirit, Joh. iii. 8. We hear the Wind, and 
we feel it too, becauſe its natural Effeft is to 
{ſtrike upon our bodily Organs. We know 
that we are under the Guidance of God's 
Spirit the ſame way, that is, by it's Eels; 
by being diſpoſed to do the Will of our 
Heavenly Father: But whence this good 
Diſpoſition cometh, by the Manner in 


which it afe#s and moves us, we cannot 


tell; nor therefore can we tell by any thing 
we feel within ourſelves that it cometh from 


Go. Accordingly we may obſerve that 


the Scripture never refers Men to their 
inward Feelings, or Experiences, to know 


whether they are born of God, but to the 


Fruits 
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Fruits of the Spirit in their Lives and Con- 
verſations. So St. John, hat ſoever is born 
of God overcometh the World ; and this is the 
Viclory that overcometh the World, even our 
Faith, 1 Eph. v. 4. To the ſame Purpoſe, 
Chap. iii. v. 9. Whoſcever is born of God 
doth not commit Sin. And Chap. iii. v. 20. 
| If wwe knew that be (God) is righteous, every 
| one that dees Righteouſneſs, is born of bim. 
When you find in yourſelves therefore ſuch 
good Fruits as theſe; a Faith working by 
| Love, and leading to Repentance ; ſhould 
you be told that you are not rn of God or 
of the Spirit; anſwer boldly upon the Cre- 
dit of God's Word, that you ere. Of your 
own Virtues you are conſcious, and may 
give the proper Proofs ; and you know by 
God's Word that it 1s by his Grace that 
you are thus diſpoſed. Thus is all the Ex- 
perience you want; and if there are any 
who boaſt of other Experience than this, 
you may very well leave ſuch Boaſters to 
be wife by themſelves. 

Without troubling yourſelves therefore 
to know whether another Man feels the 
Spirit, or whether he feels it not, you have 
this Certainty to truſt to; that if you hold 
the Faith in a pure Conſcience, you have every 
thing that is neceſſary for you. Reſt here 
the whole Matter. If they can prove from 
Scripture, that every Believer who keeps 

God's 
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God's Commandments is not in a ſav- 
able State, or that a Man may be a good 
Chriſtian and yet be damned; you may 
liſten to what they have to ſay about their 
inward Experiences, and their ſpiritual Feel- 
ings, if after this any thing can be ſaid 
about Religion that is worth the liſtening 
to, But it they cannot prove this, (which 
it is impoſſible they ſhould) and you are ſe- 
cure of your Virtues; you have nothing 
to do with any thing farther, 

And as this is a ſure way of judging of 
our ſpiritual Eſtate ; ſo it is the only /afe 
one. When a Man tells me he feels the 
Spirit, I may not be able to ſhew him the 
contrary to his own Satisfaction . But this 
I believe, that Men may fancy that they 
feel the Spirit when they feel nothing but 
the Workings of their own Paſſions ; and 


whenever this 1s the Caſe, they will be apt 


very confidently to preſume themſelves to 
be God's Favourites, when yet there are 


many Diſorders in them which want to be 


corrected and reformed. It is many times 
not hard for indifferent Judges, to diſtin- 
guiſh theſe Caſes; tho' it is the hardeſt 
thing in the World for the Perſons ſo un- 
happily poſſeſſed to find out themſelves ; 
ſuch is the Witchcraft and Infatuation of 
an Eutbhuſiaſtick Turn of Mind! Our Savi- 
our tells us, that every Tree is known by its 
Fruits 4 
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Fruits; and what are the Fruits of the 


Spirit? Not vain and confident Boaſtings; 
not raſh uncharitable Cenſures, damnin 

all that do not feel what they feel; not 
gathering tumultuous Aſſemblies, to the 
* Diſturbance of the publick Peace, or the 
Prejudice of Families; not denying Men 
the Uſe of God's Creatutes, which he hath 
appointed to be received with Thankſgiving ; 
not ſetting at nought all Rule and Autho- 
rity, nor intruding into other Men's La- 


bours; nor encouraging Abſtinence, 
Prayer, or any other religious Exerciſes to 
the Neglect of the Duties of our Station. . 
Nor theſe, nor any ſuch diſorderly Doings, 
however coloured over with a ſpecious 
Shew of Piety, are the Fruits of the Spirit ; 
but Love, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Meekneſs, as St. Paul ſpeaks, Gal, 


v. 22. God is not the Author of Confuſion, 


but of Peace, and of a ſound Mind * and 
whenever you obſerve contrary Effects in 
thoſe who pretèd to more than common 
Gifts, you may be very certain, that what- 
ever Spirit elſe they are led by, they are 
not led by the Spirit of God. 
Reaſonable Perſons will thus judge who 
ſee Things at aDiſtance, but as in ordinary 
Caſes, we ſtand ln too near a Point in View 


1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
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to ſpy our own Defects; it will be much 
more ſo when Reaſon is blinded by the Diſ- 
orders of an overheated Imagination: 
And when Men are ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed F 
that they feel the Impulſe of the Spirit 
within themſelves; that they are fall of Þ 
God, full of the Holy Ghoſt ;, ſuch Prepoſſeſ- 
fions will have a greater and more certain 
Influence upon their Conduct than the 
plaineft Rules in the Bible ; which will 
either be wholly overlooked or made to 
bend and pive way to their own private 
Conceits. Hiſtory furnifhes us with Ex- 
amples of this Kind ſad and many !—On 
the other Hand; when Men forſaking the 
plain Rule of God's Word, refer themſelves 
to their inward Experiences, they may eaſily 
fail of thoſe Comforts and Aſſurances as to 
their ſpiritual State which in Reaſon ought 
to be the Support of their Virtues, and 
which their Virtues are in themſelves natu- 
rally diſpoſed to yield. It is an eaſy Mat- 
ter for a Man to ſatisfy himſelf in ſuch 
Queſtions as theſe; am I ſober; am I 
chaſte; am I juſt and charitable to my 
Neighbour; do I ſerve God in the Uſe of 
his Ordinances ? Theſe are Points in which 
nobody can be miftaken who means well. 
And if all this will do, it will be an Encou- 
ragement to hope well, and to go on to do 
ſtill better and better. But it however a 

Man 
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NEW BIRTH. 17 
Man has behaved in theſe and all other re- 


ſpects, (if any more there are) in which the 
Duty of a Chriſtian is concerned; he is 


| never to think well of himſelf, till he ex- 
periences ſomething within himſelf, which 
he has not yet experienced, and which hecan- 


not be aſſured beforehand that he ever ſhall 
experience, ſo long as he lives; this will 


lead him to caſt off all Hope in God, and 
to give himſelf up to Deſpair, which, if it 
; drives him not to Diſtraction and Madneſs 


(no uncommon Effect in ſuch Caſes) it 
cuts up Virtue to the very Root; for he 


* That this is the Doctrine of the preſent Methodi/'s 
appears from Mr. WriTFiELD's Journal continued, 
p. 87. where ſpeaking of the Converſion of Mr. Ben- 
jamin Sexard (to Methodiſm) he cries out, —< Behold ! 
« here was one who conſtantly attended on the Means 
% of Grace, exact in his Morals, humane and courteous 
« in his Converſation, who gave much in Alms, was 
« frequent in private Duties; and yet, (M. B.) till 
* about fix Weeks ago, as deſtitute of any Savinc, 
« exfer.mental Knowledge of Te/us Chriſt, as thoſe on 
« whom his Name was never called, and who ſtill ## 
« in Darkneſs, and the Shadiw of Death. Let any 
Chriftian judge whether it does not contradict all that 
he has ever read or underſtood of the New Teſtament, 


to ſuppoſe that a Perſon believing-in Chriſt ; blamele/;, 


and even exemplary in his Life and Converſation, (for 
ſuch he repreſents this Mr. Seaward to have been) ſhould 
yet be without any savine Knowledge of Jefes 
Chriſt, and as bad as if he was in a State of mere 
Heatheniſm. What are we to expect if People's Heads 
are to be filled with ſuch Notions as theſe ! 1 

1 Who 
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who has no Hope in God can have no 


Heart to ſerve him. 
You ſee now where this Matter ends; 


and thus much I thought it needſul to ſayf 
at this Time to guard the Unwary againitÞ 


ſome common Deluſions. But there is 


another Caution of more general Concern 
that ſhould be attended to; which is, that 
the ſoundeſt Faith, and the moſt excellentÞ 
Worſhip, will avail us nothing without a 
ſober and a virtuous Life. Faith enters 
into the Notion of the eto Creature; but 


it is not the whole of it. To ſerve God in 
the Uſe offits Ordinances is his Commarnd- 


ment to us; but /o only as to be ſubſervient 
to a farther End, the Reformation of our 
| Manners, and the Improvement of our 
Virtue, Without this, Faith is dead, and 


Religion is vain. Thoſe who would do any 
Credit to the Goſpel, or Service to them- 
ſelves, muſt ſhew that they are the better 
for it. Reſting in mere Externals is like 
truſting to the Ceremonies of the Law; 
for what is there in going to Church, and 


frequenting the Sacrament, more than in 


being circumciſed, the mere Work only con- 
ſidered ? Fhe Shew and Outſide of Re- 


ligion when there is nothing to anſwer it in 


Practice, not only defeats our own Hopes, 
(if we have any Hopes in another World) 


but givesgreat Offence to all ſerious Minds, 


and 


1 e! 4 >. 
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and it would be well worth our conſidering 
whether the Unfruitfulneſs of many under 
the common Means may not have been a 


Handle to others of a more religious Turn, 


to ſtrike out into Byways, and be the Au- 


thor of new Projects, when they have ob- 


ſerved that the ordinary Methods would 


not do. I do not fay that this is judging 
right: For it is not the Method, but Dili- 


cence and Induſtry in the Uſe of that Me- 


thod that does the Work. A Man may 


be as religious as he pleaſes under any Me- 
thod that is but right, if he will take the 
Pains for it. But as ſome Methods are 
better calculated to ſerve the Purpoſes of 
Religion than others, and all Men are na- 
turally fond of their own Schemes; the 
Offences which are given by ill Conduct 
are eaſily imputed to ſome Defect in the 
Method which thoſe who ſee, or think they 
ſee, will be for mending as well as they are 
able. As Matters ſtand with us of the 
Church of England, there are ſufficient 
Means of Chriſtian Improvement without 
going out of the common Road, if Men 
are diſpoſed. to make the beſt of them. In 
this City a Man may go to Church every 


Day; he may receive the Sacrament (I pre- 


ſume in this Pariſh Church once a Month, 
or, elſewhere, every Sunday, If he thinks it 
convenient. This, one would ſuppoſe; is 

| «by very 


within that little Sphere, who would not 
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very well. But this will not ſatisfy manyſvet 
Religious Societies are ſet up; which are 
Aſſociations (chiefly) of private Men, fojfgie 
praying, reading (if not expounding) then 
Scriptures, finging Pſalms, and ſo forth 
It hath a very good Look, when there ar 
{ many Combinations for Vice, that ther 
ſhould be ſome alſo for the Encourage: 
ment of Virtue; and there may undoubt- 
edly be very good Uſes made of ſuch 
Meetings, provided Men keep themfelve 
within proper Bounds. But here lyes th 
Danger! The being at the Head of a Se- 
ciety (as of a Se) gives a Man Significang 


perhaps be taken Notice of in his common 
Capacity; and when Men once grow opini- 
onated of themſelves, and fond of their own 


Gifts, (which is a wonderful eaſy Attain-Jacc 


ment) they will be apt to run into wild dus 
Fancies, and the Pale of the Church mayſſcar 
grow too narrow for them. There haveſſha! 
been Inſtances of this Sort, I am well aſ-floc 


ſured; Ihope they are not frequent “. W 


The thing I would enforce is this: Let an, 
every 


* The Preacher and Writer beforementioned who p. 
had his Orders among us, and till profeſſes himſelf a hoy 
Member of the Church of England, tells us of ſome] lea 
Converſation he had with 2zakers, in his Journeyings | abe 
It ſeems they could not agree about the Uſe of the Sucra - ¶ acc 
ments and the Payment of Tythes; but (ſays he) II po 
« think their Notions about walking and being wen ſer 

« the 
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very one of us take Care to ſerve God in 
She Way he hath appointed, and to lead a 
muiet and a peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. Let us ſhew by our Proficiency 
Kinder the Uſe of the common Means that 
re have no need of theſe new Expedients : 
And what ſhould hinder us? Is not the 
hurch of God itſelf a religious Society, in 
rhich each Member by the moſt ſolemn 
and ſacred Engagements binds himſelf to 
the Obſervance of Chriſt's Laws? What 
lſe do we, when we are baptized, when 
e receive Confirmation, when we offer up 
o God Prayers and Thankſgivings, and 
when we partake of the Holy Communion ? 
Can there be any ſtronger Ties than theſe ; 
When theſe Things are performed with 
Seriouſneſs, at proper Times and Seaſons, 
in -· Jaccor ipanied with Sobriety of Life and In- 
ild duſtry in our ſeveral Callings; we are 
nayf carrying on the very Work which God 
avef hath appointed for us, and have Reaſon to 
aſ· look upon ourſelves as in the ſafe and ſure 

Way to eternal Happineſs. But to toil 
Letfand drudge on without ever /ifting up our 


e the Spirit are RicaT and Goop.” Fournal continued, 
p. 59. The young Man, you perccive, is in a very 
ef af hopeful Way! He is a Qualer already in the firſt and 
omeP} leading Principles of that Sect. As to his Scruples 
ngs. about Tythes, c. they may abate as he grows better 
cra.¶ acquainted with them, to which he ſhews a great Diſ- 
i poſition by the Compliments he pays them. Pray ob- 
| ſerve this, and mark the End of it. 


dhe Hands 
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Hands to God from whom our Help cometh ; 


or to be ſo much occupied in ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes, as they are called, as to neglect rhe 
common Obligations and Duties of Life; 


theſe are Fxtremes alike to be avoided. Þ 


The one argues a brutiſh Mind ; the other 
a miſguided and overheated Zeal. This 
laſt is a Fault that Men do not often want 
to be told of ; but ſometimes they do; and 
when they do, they ſhould be put in mind 
of what St. Paul ſays, 1. Cor. vii. 24. Bre. 
theren, let every Manwherein he is called there- 
in abide with God, We may be with God, 
you ſee, and in our Callings too; “ yea, if we 
abide not in our Callings we cannot ſerve 


„% He only will adorn the Goſpel of our Lord 


« Feſus Chrift in all things who is careful to perform 


« all the Civil Officcs of Life, whether Servant, Ma- 
« ſter, or Miſtreſs.— This is the Morality which | 
* preach,” Whitfield's Journal continued, p. 91. I hope 
his Followers will mind this, and that Hz will confider 
how this agrees with his Practice, and with his Treat- 
ment of the Miniſter of St. Michael's, and the Gentle- 
men of Glouceſter, of whom he gives the following Ac- 
count, p. 74. The Miniſter of St. Michael's was 


_ « pleaſed to lend me his Church yeſterday and to-day ; 


« but ſome wealthy Demetrius's being offended at the 
«« Greatneſs of the e ee an alledging” (upon 
EXPERIENCE 70 doubt) ©* that it kept People from their 
« Buſineſs, he was influenced by ſome of them to deny 
« the Uſe of his Pulpit any more on He Day,“ Upon 
which he remarks—“ Alas what an Enmity there is 
in the natural Man againſt the Succeſs of the Goſpel ! 
« How fond are they of Pharaols Objection, Ye are 
idle, ye are idle, therefore ye ſay, let us go worſhip 
44 the Lord,—£x ore tuo. 

God 
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God as we ought to ſerve him. We ma 

pray, and faſt, and do many other ſuch like 
things; but this will not be ſerving God, if 
we neglect the Duties of our Callings. The 


4 Station in which every Man is placed by 
md Providence of God, ſhews him his 
Duty as plainly as any written Law can 
m do; and when religious Duties fall in with 
4 cheſe and help them forward, they are ac- 
10 ceptable to God. But what think you? 


If a Man ſhould refuſe to maintain his aged 
and indigent Parents; would it be a Juſti- 
| fication to ſay, that he gives away his 
| Money in Charity ? our Saviour hath de- 
| cided this Point to our Hands, and tells us 

plainly it is making the Word of God of none 
„u Efe@, Mark vii. 15. It would be the ſame 
rm Caſe if a Servant ſhould negle& to do his 
la- Maſter's Buſineſs, or the Huſband or Wife 
to take Care of their Families upon what- 
der ſoever religious Pretence it is done: For 
at- God cannot diſannul the eternal Laws of 
le- his own Government; and Religion is not 
Religion, but Folly or ſomething worſe, 
„when it is made uſe of as an Handle to ſuch 
he Practices. as theſe. „ 
ben May God grant unto us all the Spirit of 
g ſound Mind, that having ſerved him faith- 
on fully in this Life. we may of him be finally 
is rewarded ; for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt. 


are To whom with the Father find the Holy Ghoſt be all Ho- 
hip our and Glory now and for evermore, Amen. 
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Boos printed for L. DA vis and C. RE MRS. 

Written by the Rev. Dr. STEBBING. 
I. Hriſtianity juſtified upon the Scrip- 
ture Foundation: Being a ſum- 
mary View of the Controverſy between 
Chriſtians and Deiſts. In which the ſub- 
ject Matter of the Goſpel Revelation is 
vindicated againſt Objections, and the Evi- 
dence for the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion briefly ſtated. Preached in ſeveral 
Sermons for the Lecture founded by the 


Hon. Rob. Boyle, Eſq; in the Years 174), 


1748, 1749. Pr. 55. 


II. A Diſcourſe preparatory to the Re- 
ligious Obſervance of the Day of publickÞ 
Faſting and Humilitation, appointed by] 
Authority to be kept on Friday the Sixth of 


February, 1756, on the Occaſion of the late 
Earthquakes abroad, and particularly at 
Liſbon. The-aAth EpiTi0n. Pr. 6 d. 
III. A Diſcourſe concerning the Govern- 
ing Pxpyigence of God. Publithed as a Sup- 
Tis the above. Pr. 64. 
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IV. Inſtructions of a Pariſh Miniſter to! 


his Pariſhioners, on the Subject of Popery. 


Occaſioned by the late Growth of Popery Þ 


in this Kingdom. Two Parts bound in 
one Vol. Pr. 15. | 

V. Abrief Accountof Prayer, and the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper; and other 
religious Duties appertaining to the Chril- 
tian Worſhip, for the Uſeof common Chril- 


tians. With a Diſcourſe of Speech and the 


Abuſes of it. Pr. 15. 5. 
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